
AGENDA 
Councils & the Climate Emergency  
#NetZeroLDN 

 

 
DATE: Thursday, 16 April 2020 
Live streaming: 9.30am – 11.00am 
FORMAT: Zoom webinar  
(See tech guidance at the end of this document) 

EVENT CONTACT 
Safaa Usmani 
events@futureoflondon.org.uk 

 

SUPPORTED BY 

   

PROJECT INFORMATION 

The climate crisis has never been better 
understood or caused more widespread concern. 
Businesses are analysing risks; children are on 
strike from school; ordinary citizens stand ready to 
face arrest for peaceful protest; and at least 26 of 
London’s boroughs, along with the GLA, have 
passed ‘climate emergency declarations.’ But what 
does that mean in practice? 

Future of London’s major 2020 project Achieving 
Net Zero will be exploring what the climate 
emergency means for London’s built environment 
professionals.  

EVENT INFORMATION 

To kick off the Achieving Net Zero programme, 
Future of London is hosting a digital project 
launch. We’ll hear from public sector practitioners 
about their climate emergency initiatives, followed 
by responses from the private sector.  

SCHEDULE 

9.25 Attendees log-in 

9.30 Webinar begins live streaming 

9.35 Welcome: Nicola Mathers  

9.40 Panel 1: What does the climate emergency 
mean for the public sector?  

10.00 Summary and audience Q&A  

10.15 Panel 2: What can the wider built 
environment sector do to support local 
authority climate emergency declarations?  

10.35  Summary and audience Q&A 

10.50 Thanks & close: Nicola Mathers  

11.00 Webinar ends 

SPEAKERS 

Chair 

Nicola Mathers, Chief Executive, Future of 
London 

 @nicola_mathers @futureofldn 

Nicola joined Future of London in 
March 2017 as Head of Networks 
and became CEO in April 2019. 
She’s passionate about the role of 
the built environment to improve 

lives, address inequality, and build the capacity of 
individuals and teams to achieve this aim. 
Previously, Nicola was Head of Cities Programme 
at Design Council Cabe. She’s a member of the 
Mayor’s London Green Spaces Commission and 
the TCPA’s Inclusive Planning Sounding Board. 

Co-chair  

Bevan Jones, Associate, Greengage 
Environmental  

 @BevanAdapt 

Bevan has over 15 years’ experience 
working in carbon management and 
climate risk. For the previous two 
years he’s been a freelance 
consultant at Jones Climate and 

Sustainability where he’s advised Crest Nicholson 
on their climate risk assessment and annual 
integrated report. He was also responsible for 
publishing Climate Risk for London for the Green 
Party, an investigation into the existing evidence of 
the impact of climate change on London. 

 

 

 

https://www.futureoflondon.org.uk/knowledge/achieving-net-zero/
https://www.futureoflondon.org.uk/knowledge/achieving-net-zero/
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Panel 1 

 

Harold Garner, Head of Sustainability, Air 
Quality and Energy, LB Camden  

 @CamdenCouncil 

Harold has delivered the UK’s first 
Citizens’ Assembly on the climate 
emergency and, in partnership with 
UCL, led the community co-design of 
LB Camden’s new Clean Air Action 

Plan, making it the only London authority 
committed to WHO guidelines for air quality. He’s 
also overseen the delivery of the borough’s award-
winning district energy project, Somers Town 
Energy, in Kings Cross. Before joining LB Camden, 
Harold worked as a sustainability advisor for 
London 2012.  

 
 
 
Hannah Jameson, Assistant Director for 
Sustainable Growth and Climate Change 
Response, LB Lambeth  
 

 @hannahjameson1 @lambeth_council 

Hannah leads LB Lambeth’s work on 
the climate emergency and 
sustainable development. She 
previously worked as the borough’s 
Head of Strategy and Partnerships, 

joining the organisation to help deliver the 
development and implementation of the 
cooperative council programme. Prior to this, 
Hannah worked in a number of thinktank and 
consultancy roles, with a focus on public services, 
labour market and employment policy, and 
citizenship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Gareth James, Senior Transport Project 
Officer, LB Hounslow 
 

 @LBofHounslow 

After becoming interested in public 
policy-making, Gareth earned a 
degree in Urban and Regional 
Planning in Washington DC and 
subsequently worked for 

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ 
transportation section. Here he co-wrote a 
taskforce report calling for extensive governance 
reform of the regional transit authority. Gareth is 
now back in London and manages Hounslow 
Council’s Community Streets programme. In this 
role he’s overseen a dockless bike-sharing trial, 
and consultation on the Climate Emergency Action 
Plan.  

 
Diana Lock, Head of Energy and Environment, 
Optivo  
 

 @optivohomes 

Diana has worked in the 
environmental sector for over 30 
years and has expertise in energy 
efficiency, waste market 
development, environmental 

management, water conservation, rural 
diversification and business support. She’s 
successfully produced project proposals for UK 
and EU funded initiatives since 2001, and has 
managed a portfolio which has totalled in excess 
of £8m. Most recently, she’s implemented energy 
efficiency retrofits in social housing in Sussex and 
Kent, with a new programme of retrofits due to 
commence in London in 2020/21. 
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Panel 2 

 

Nils Rage, Sustainable Design and Innovation 
Manager, Landsec  

 @LandsecGroup 

Nils leads sustainable design and 
innovation in planning and 
construction at FTSE 100 real estate 
leader Landsec, shaping a £3bn 
development pipeline consisting of 

over 3.5 million sq ft of new office and mixed-use 
destinations in London. In 2019, Nils was 
recognised by GreenBiz as one of the year’s ‘30 
Under 30’, based on a global search for emerging 
leaders shaping the next generation of sustainable 
business. Double MSc graduate, Nils is an alumnus 
of the Harvard T.H. Chan Executive Education for 
Sustainability Leadership programme. 

 

 

Peter Bovill, Planning Partner, Montagu 
Evans 

 @MontaguEvansLLP 

A qualified Chartered Town Planner 
and Chartered Surveyor with nearly 
25 years’ experience, Peter has 
been an Associate of the Institute of 
Environmental Management and 

Assessment for over 15 years. He’s an expert in 
the growing impact of the green agenda on 
planning and development work. He works 
alongside multi-disciplinary teams, co-ordinating 
the planning process to its successful conclusion. 
Peter’s secured planning permissions on several 
large, high-profile sites including the Royal Opera 
House, the Bank of England, Swan Valley and the 
Farmiloe Building in Farringdon. 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ritu Garg, Senior Transport Planner, Arup 

 @ArupUKIMEA 

Ritu has experience on policy, 
feasibility studies, environmental 
approval, operations, and delivery of 
major transport infrastructure and 
strategies in the UK and US. She 

seeks to address transport and development 
needs by focusing on environmentally and 
financially sustainable solutions. She has led 
various initiatives within Arup on projects relating 
to climate change, sustainability and transport 
emissions reduction. More broadly, Ritu is 
interested in understanding how land-use, 
economics, mobility and resource needs in growing 
regions can be aligned to enable sustainable 
development. 

 
 

Tom Dollard, Head of Sustainable Design, 
Pollard Thomas Edwards 

 @dollardtom @ptearchitects 

Voted one of Building magazine’s 
rising stars in sustainability and a 
rising star by the UKGBC (2013), 
Tom is a chartered Architect (RIBA), 
certified Passivhaus designer, 

BREEAM assessor and BREEAM Accredited 
Professional who specialises in low-energy 
schools, housing and masterplanning. He’s 
authored a number of books, including Designed to 
Perform – an illustrated guide to energy efficient 
homes (2018), and is currently leading the design 
and site review process for the Government’s 
Building for 2050 project, which will inform the 
uptake of low cost, zero carbon homes. 
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ZOOM GUIDANCE 

Ahead of the webinar  

• You’ll get the best webinar experience if you 
have a stable internet connection. If bandwidth 
is an issue in your household, think about 
what you can bribe your kids / flatmates / 
partner with so they stay off the internet for a 
couple of hours!   
 

• You don’t need a zoom account to join the 
webinar – but if you’d like one, you can 
download and create an account in advance: 
https://zoom.us/support/download. 

Joining the webinar  

• Use the event invite link to access the webinar.  
 
• We’ll be starting promptly at 9.30am, so please 

make sure to log in ahead of this scheduled 
start time. 

 
• When you join you’ll see this screen: 
  

 
 
Keep this screen open; it will automatically take 
you to the webinar at 9.30am.  
 

• Write your full name when you log in, so we 
know who you are if you ask a question during 
the panel Q&A.  

During the webinar  

• When the webinar starts, you’ll be muted with 
no video. Only the Chair, Co-chair and 
panellists will speak and have video.  
 

• In the top right of your screen, you can 
choose speaker view (which will show you a 

video of the person who’s speaking) or gallery 
view (which will show you all the panellists).   

 

 
 

• During the session our speakers may have their 
own bandwidth issues – please be patient! 
FoL will move the session on if this issue lasts 
for more than a moment or two.   

Participating in the Q&A  

• We want this to be interactive. You can ask a 
question anytime you like using the Q&A 
function at the bottom of your screen. (But 
we’ll only answer these questions during the 
allocated Q&A session.) 
 

• When you ask a question, make sure you tell us:  
o which panellist the question is addressed 

to  
o your full name, your job title, and the 

organisation you work for. 

Leaving the webinar  

• If you leave by mistake, you can click on the 
link or enter the meeting ID to re-join.  
 

• At the end of the webinar, a new window will 
open with a link for short event survey. This is 
the first time we’ve done a webinar for a kick-
off event – please give us your feedback! 

 
• We’re recording the webinar and we’ll 

circulate the video via FoL’s webpage and 
social media channels after the event.  

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://zoom.us/j/992304424

